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ABSTRACT 

 

Significant catalysts that alter the national conceptions of security often have an impact on 

international alliances and cooperation. Japan's relationship with the North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization (NATO) has been influenced by significant events such as the collapse of the Soviet 

Union, the September 11 attacks on the United States, and several other global disasters. As a 

result of these advancements, the concept of security has broadened to include unconventional 

dangers such as piracy and terrorism, which are exacerbated by globalization and 

interconnected political and security partnerships. Japan and NATO have synchronized their 

security goals, resulting in increased political engagement, provision of humanitarian 

assistance, and enhanced cooperation in post-conflict scenarios. These trends imply the potential 

for a more ambitious, formal, and engaged agenda for Japan's participation in NATO, which 

would benefit both NATO and the U.S.-Japan relationship. This article analyzes Japan's security 

policy and its connection to NATO. The first section of the text examines the dynamics of Japan-

NATO relations. The second section delves into the historical background of these relations. The 

third section discusses Japan's desire for closer ties with NATO. The fourth section explains why 

NATO values Japan as a global partner. The fifth section highlights potential challenges in 

Japan-NATO relations. Finally, the conclusion focuses on the future of their political 

engagements. 

 

KEYWORDS: Global Partners, Political Engagement, And Security Linkage. 

INTRODUCTION 

In recent years, NATO has started engaging with states outside the Euro-Atlantic 

zone(Gjoreski&Nacev, 2022). Referred to as "global partners," these countries share similar 

strategic concerns and significant Alliance principles. Japan is NATO's most prominent and 

long-lasting overseas ally. The NATO-Japan relationship initially consisted of infrequent and 

loosely focused conversations with little coordination. When NATO expanded its involvement in 

international security beyond its traditional geographic bounds, particularly in countries like 

Afghanistan, this had a significant and transformative impact. The alliance between Japan and 

NATO was established as a result of this expansion(Browne et al., 2022). 
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Enhancing Japan's alliance with NATO offers at least two benefits. Japan's pacifist Constitution, 

which historically limits active military engagements, aligns harmoniously with NATO's 

comprehensive strategy. Japan has had challenges in devising effective strategies for 

international peacebuilding due to the frequent necessity to make trade-offs between "security" 

and "reconstruction". Japan might enhance its involvement in this domain by establishing 

strategic alliances with NATO. To exemplify this partnership, let's examine the financial 

assistance and the mobilization of citizens to the Provincial Reconstruction Teams (PRTs) 

backed by NATO and ISAF(Marrone&Muti, 2022). 

Furthermore, by engagement with NATO members, Japan acquires essential knowledge in a 

multilateral security framework, benefiting from their adherence to fundamental concepts such as 

democracy, the rule of law, and human rights. Japan lacks significant experience in 

institutionalized international security cooperation outside the scope of the United Nations. Japan 

benefits from enhancing cooperation with a coalition of democratic nations, as it gains valuable 

insights and knowledge on how to promote multilateral collaboration in the varied Asian region. 

This is particularly important now, since cross-border cooperation is more crucial in addressing 

global issues. As NATO shifts from being purely a military alliance to a hybrid crisis 

management organization, Japan now has the opportunity to strengthen its cooperation with 

European partners that share the values of freedom and democracy. This research paper 

examines the intricacies of the partnership between Japan and NATO(Doğrul, 2023a). 

Japan's Security Strategy and its Relationship with NATO 

Japan is becoming as NATO's most steadfast global ally. Discussions about common security 

concerns have been increasingly regular and organized since the early 1990s. Practical 

collaboration has been formed in several fields such as crisis management, peacekeeping, 

disaster relief and humanitarian assistance, cyber defense, counterterrorism, non-proliferation, 

and military involvement(Ashley, 2023). 

NATO and Japanese officials have regularly engaged in visits and exchanges of views since the 

1990s. In April 2013, NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen traveled to Japan to 

engage in discussions with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and other senior officials about the 

potential for enhanced cooperation and shared concerns in the realm of security. The visit 

resulted in a joint political declaration that outlined shared strategic objectives in promoting 

global peace, security, and prosperity via an international framework based on established 

standards. Japan has forged diplomatic relations with NATO, along with other countries located 

outside the Euro-Atlantic area that share comparable strategic objectives and fundamental 

principles of the Alliance(Khattak, 2023). 

NATO developed a more inclusive partnership strategy in its 2010 Strategic Concept, which 

allowed for fair possibilities for collaboration and communication among all partners. Japan and 

NATO successfully concluded an Individual Partnership and Cooperation Program on May 6, 

2014. This endeavor establishes Japan's official engagement with the Alliance and is specifically 

focused on advancing its own interests. Due to the enhanced relations, Japanese officials and 

NATO Allies have engaged in several informal dialogues over shared security issues, including 

North Korea, assistance to Afghanistan, cooperation with Central Asia, missile defense, and 

counterpiracy(Galic, 2021a). 
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Current Collaboration between Japan and NATO on Security 

Currently, Japan and NATO engage in extensive collaboration across many initiatives and 

contacts. Japan and NATO's Brussels headquarters are engaged in an ongoing high-level debate, 

taking turns in leading the conversation. Japan's backing for NATO programs has expanded, 

including financial assistance for an additional project under the NATO/Partnership for Peace 

(PfP) Trust Fund. In April 2009, Japan made a public commitment to provide help for 

Azerbaijan's efforts in clearing explosive ordnance(Kirchner &Dorussen, 2021). 

The prospects for Japan-NATO ties remain uncertain as a result of domestic political challenges 

in Japan, notwithstanding the positive trend of cooperation. Following the 2009 elections, in 

which the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) achieved a significant majority, there was a renewed 

emphasis on interpreting the country's pacifist Constitution in a more literal manner. This led to 

the adoption of a new policy agenda that prioritized domestic matters. In January 2010, the 

Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) followed through on its campaign pledge by terminating the 

refueling mission of the Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF) in the Indian Ocean. However, 

the DPJ did not fully withdraw support for NATO's ISAF mission. Instead, the DPJ opted to 

continue providing support to civilians in the form of donations(Brummer& Lindgren, 2023a). 

In late 2009, the Japanese government pledged to provide $5 billion in aid over the following 

five years to fund various efforts aimed at meeting human needs. These initiatives include 

education, infrastructure development, agriculture, and programs to reintegrate former Taliban 

soldiers into society. To effectively administer the aid package, the government established a 

new department inside the office of the prime minister. Despite changes in the DPJ leadership, 

Japan has always maintained its unshakable commitment to Afghanistan(Atanassova-Cornelis& 

Singh, 2021). 

Presently, Japan has around 130 civilian personnel engaged in various capacities for corporate, 

non-governmental, and diplomatic organizations in Afghanistan. In addition, Japan has enhanced 

its collaborative endeavors with NATO by partnering with 12 Provincial Reconstruction Teams 

(PRTs) to implement 59 community-oriented programs in various sectors including as 

healthcare, education, and vocational training. Four personnel from the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs (MOFA) in Chaghcharan, Central Afghanistan, are working with Croatian, Danish, 

American, Ukrainian, and Icelandic soldiers in a Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) led by 

Lithuania. Japan has agreed to participate in a NATO information security pact, a significant 

development that is expected to enhance future cooperation in Afghanistan. This agreement 

would facilitate the sharing of information to safeguard the increasing population of Japanese 

humanitarian workers presently present in the field(Galic, 2021b). 

Ultimately, Japan's evolving security policy and its growing affiliation with NATO are indicative 

of the broader patterns in international security cooperation. Japan should enhance its 

involvement in global peacebuilding by aligning its goals with NATO's comprehensive strategy 

and using the alliance's proficiency in crisis management. This partnership not only improves 

Japan's national security but also promotes stability and prosperity globally(Panda, 2021a). 
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Figure 1: Japan's involvement in Afghanistan in conjunction with NATO Provincial 

Reconstruction Teams (PRTs) (Source: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan) 

The Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) has not offered much information in its public 

pronouncements about future partnership between Japan and NATO. In its 2009 platform, the 

Democratic Progressive Party prioritized the eradication of terrorism and vigorous participation 

in UN peacekeeping operations. However, actions often have a greater impact than words, which 

demonstrates the strategic calculations made by the DPJ leadership.While the DPJ ended non-

combat naval support in the Indian Ocean, the Maritime Self-Defense Force (MSDF) of Japan 

has actively participated in anti-piracy operations around the Somali coast. Japan's enduring 

commitment to global security is shown by the inclusion of NATO vessels in this multilateral 

undertaking. Japan has shown its robust commitment to safeguarding maritime security by 

deploying two warships and two P-3C patrol aircraft to the area since 2009(Takahashi et al., 

2021). 

Furthermore, Japan and Djibouti signed a Status of Forces Agreement to establish a site for Self-

Defense Force operations. The DPJ government's decision to undertake security commitments 

internationally in response to emerging threats is a clear demonstration of their determined 

action. Tokyo has shown its dedication to addressing global security issues and pursuing 

common strategic objectives by maintaining its involvement in NATO member 

countries.Ultimately, the DPJ's actions demonstrate a refined approach to fostering partnership 

between Japan and NATO, effectively managing the delicate equilibrium between national 

interests and international security commitments. This ongoing partnership serves as a reminder 

of the congruence of strategic goals and the need of teamwork in addressing global issues(Ishii, 

2021). 
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Figure 2: Japan – NATO Relations (Source: Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

What is the reason for Japan's pursuit of a more stringent alliance with NATO? 

Japan's intention to forge robust connections with NATO may be understood by examining 

several crucial arguments: 

The Political Function of NATO 

Japan perceives NATO as a crucial political partner that provides a forum for deliberations on 

security-related issues. During their visits to NATO, both Foreign Minister Taro Aso in May 

2006 and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in January 2007 emphasized the security situation in Asia, 

specifically mentioning China's military buildup and North Korea's abduction fears. Abe 

explicitly requested that NATO partners demonstrate empathy for and officially support Japan's 

stance on these matters. This exchange exemplifies Japan's strategic use of communication with 

NATO to garner European comprehension and endorsement of its security and political interests 

in Asia. NATO, the most triumphant military alliance in history, brings together formidable 

states from North America and Europe, exerting a significant influence on global politics and 

security. Therefore, NATO is an important political partner for Japan(Yaniz, 2020). 

The Role of NATO as an Operational Partner 

NATO demonstrates its status as a "alliance in action" by its extensive operations in Afghanistan 

(ISAF), Kosovo (KFOR), the Mediterranean region (OAE) to combat terrorism, the Somali coast 

(anti-piracy measures), and the Iraq training mission (NTM-I). NATO engaged in military 

operations in Libya between March and October 2011. These operations include several non-
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NATO states, showcasing NATO's readiness to accept support from capable and eager 

friends.Japan's partnership with NATO allows it to extend the geographical scope of its 

development assistance beyond regions where it currently has an Embassy or Japan International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA) presence. The 2010 security accord between Japan and NATO 

establishes the structure for more comprehensive dialogue and beneficial cooperation by 

allowing the exchange of classified information. Japan's involvement in many international 

security initiatives is facilitated by this operational alliance, which enhances Japan's global 

influence and impact(McGerty et al., 2022). 

NATO as an Additional Forum for US Cooperation 

Japan stands to gain strategic advantages via its collaboration with the NATO alliance, due to the 

United States' pivotal role within the organization. Being a member of NATO signifies a 

partnership with the United States that is supported by the North Atlantic Treaty's Article 5 

pledge to collective defense. Given that the European Affairs Bureau of the Foreign Ministry 

oversees NATO, Japan tends to see NATO within a European context. The decision to deploy 

the Self-Defense Forces (SDF) abroad is mostly driven by domestic political considerations, with 

a significant emphasis on the relationship with the United States.The broader context of Japan-

U.S. Japan-NATO cooperation will be advantageous as long as the "U.S. factor" remains crucial 

to Japan's security and military policy-making. Cooperation. This dynamic significantly 

enhances the potential for operational collaboration between Japan and NATO, particularly in 

relation to the Self-Defense Forces (SDF)(Credi et al., 2020). 

Why is Japan a sought-after global partner for NATO? 

One might analyze NATO's interest in Japan as a global partner from many perspectives: 

Policy coordination and strategic discussions 

Japan's collaboration with Australia enables it to provide NATO valuable policy coordination 

and strategic discussions, albeit without being an official member. Japan and NATO may 

collaborate on their policies of post-conflict peacekeeping, transnational crime, non-proliferation 

of weapons of mass destruction (WMDs), counterterrorism, disaster assistance, energy security, 

and environmental protection. Japan's potential as a strategic partner for NATO is underscored 

by its expressed interest in establishing frequent communication with the North Atlantic Council 

and determining the most effective manner of cooperation within its constitutional 

framework(Credi et al., 2020). 

Cooperation in the execution and assistance of logistical operations 

Japan's potential engagement with NATO includes providing logistical assistance to support the 

needs of NATO personnel. Although Japan and NATO nations had previously collaborated in 

Iraq and Northern Pakistan, they did not provide any logistical support. The establishment of a 

framework enables the SDF and NATO troops to mutually support one other in terms of 

logistics, with the US acting as the main point of coordination. This level of cooperation would 

enhance Japan's and NATO's operational capability and coordination(Williams, 2023). 

Participating in NATO Military Exercises 

Japan has elevated its degree of operational coordination by participating in NATO military 

exercises. Japan's Maritime Self-Defense Force now participates in the United States' biannual 

multinational naval exercise, often referred to as the Rim of the Pacific or RimPac exercise. The 
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Navy operates in the Pacific region, but just during joint exercises carried out in coordination 

with US troops. An examination of the compatibility between Japanese and NATO military 

equipment is essential to broaden participation in NATO multinational naval exercises. This 

increased level of engagement would enhance Japan's incorporation into NATO's operational 

structure, while simultaneously bolstering collective security initiatives(Banka &Bussmann, 

2023). 

Japan's aspiration for a robust collaboration with NATO stems from the organization's 

significance as a political, operational, and strategic ally. Japan gains advantages from NATO's 

political dialogue platform, opportunities for operational collaboration, and support for its 

stances on security issues in Asia. Japan and NATO's shared strategic objectives and ideals 

provide the foundation for this alliance, which is further enhanced by the involvement of the 

United States. The relationship between Japan and NATO is likely to further develop as global 

security challenges evolve, bringing mutual benefits to both nations and fostering peace and 

stability worldwide(Kubai, 2022). 

The historical relationship between Japan and NATO 

The convergence of interests has significantly impacted the partnership between Japan and 

NATO in ways that were unforeseeable by the architects of NATO in 1949 and the drafters of 

Japan's Constitution in 1947. Following World War II, Japan and the Allied occupiers prioritized 

the process of reconstruction during a new political age. The Japanese Constitution and the 

Potsdam Declaration both mandated that Japan must undertake a transition towards a liberal 

democratic system. Despite Japan's unconditional surrender, Article 9, a pacifist provision that 

prohibited the possession of armed forces capable of engaging in warfare, was inserted in the 

treaty because of concerns of the resurgence of militarism(Galic, 2021c). 

Initially, Japan was not embraced as a collaborative liberal democratic institution by its Western 

counterparts. Currently, Russia was the only subject of European scrutiny. Despite the 

historically strained relations between Japan and Russia, cooperation proved challenging. 

Instead, European countries established a military coalition centered on the North Atlantic Treaty 

with the aim of preventing Soviet expansion. The twelve member states created a collective 

defense organization with the purpose of preventing Russian influence, maintaining American 

presence, and restraining German might. The text of the North Atlantic Treaty was specifically 

tailored to address the limited geographic concerns of Europe and North America, and there was 

no intention to include other regions in its membership. Although the Korean War transformed 

NATO into a formidable alliance focused on collective defense, it did not extend its influence to 

Asia(Brummer& Lindgren, 2023b). 

Japan's rise to economic supremacy in the 1970s sparked a fresh interest in international politics, 

despite NATO maintaining a consistent strategic perspective during the Cold War. Japan sought 

to use its economic might in order to strategically position itself in response to a more 

advantageous China and evolving relations with the Soviet Union. Japanese military ministers 

made formal visits to Brussels in 1979, 1981, and 1984 with the aim of enhancing contact with 

the transatlantic community. However, except from the United States, NATO leaders shown no 

enthusiasm towards East Asia and prioritized the protection of Europe and the containment of 

Soviet influence(Panda, 2021b). 
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The Prospects for the Future of NATO 

Following the collapse of the Soviet Union, NATO reassessed its position in the global 

community and extended its membership to include new partners, including former Soviet 

nations, under the Partnership for Peace project. These alliances have objectives that extended 

beyond mere protection of the organization's existence. The rapid growth in information 

technology, improved transportation, and the rapid integration of global markets led to NATO's 

interests being more intimately connected to formerly distant parts of the globe. NATO initiated 

an examination of possible areas of collaboration with Japan and other Asian nations due to the 

emergence of East Asia as a region characterized by swiftly growing economies and influential 

political entities(Coffey &Kochis, 2020a). 

The present state of Japan-NATO Relations 

A new era of partnership between Japan and NATO began in the 1990s. The first Japan-NATO 

Security Conference was held in Belgium in July 1990, and the first official visit of a NATO 

Secretary General to Japan took place in 1991, with Manfred Wörner visiting Tokyo. These 

developments align with a broader trend of strengthening Japan-European cooperation. In 1992, 

Japanese authorities sought to enhance their cooperation with Europe by forming a partnership 

with the Organization for Security and Collaboration in Europe (OSCE). Additionally, they 

signed a joint declaration with the European Community (EC) in 1991 and became an observer 

in the Council of Europe in 1996.Japan's leaders also redefined the country's capability to protect 

itself and promote global peace and security. Since 1992, the Japanese Diet has passed over 20 

significant security-related laws, which have given Japanese forces the authority to take part in 

United Nations peacekeeping and humanitarian relief missions outside of Japan. These laws have 

also enhanced cooperation between Japan's Self-Defense Forces (SDF) and American forces, and 

have furthered Japan's geostrategic goals. Japan was able to actively support NATO operations 

in the Balkans due to these upgrades. Throughout the 1990s, Japan has provided assistance to 

education and healthcare projects in the Western Balkans. These measures have included 

programs aimed at ensuring the provision of clean water, facilitating the reintegration of 

returning soldiers into society, promoting democracy, and reconstructing infrastructure(Galic, 

2021d). 

Despite increasing exchanges, persistent obstacles hindered the establishment of a formal 

security alliance between Japan and NATO. NATO's focus on expanding its European 

membership posed challenges in extending collective defense obligations over long distances. 

Similarly, Japan's constitutional limitations precluded it from attaining full participation in any 

collective defense alliance. To address this issue, NATO recognized Japan, South Korea, 

Australia, and New Zealand as "Contact Countries" in 2004. This categorization facilitated the 

ability to work together to protect sea lanes and contribute to peacekeeping and counterterrorism 

efforts, even without being an official member. It encouraged closer cooperation with the trans-

Atlantic community and gave NATO a presence in Asia(Doğrul, 2023b). 

Post-September 11, 2001 Progress 

The September 11, 2001, attacks on the United States ignited a surge in coordination between 

Japan and NATO. The NATO effort in Afghanistan benefitted greatly from an increasing 

recognition of the need of international cooperation in addressing emerging transnational threats 

like as terrorism, proliferation, and piracy. The International Security Assistance Force (ISAF), 
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led by NATO, had the responsibility of improving security and overseeing development projects 

in Afghanistan. This was the first instance in which NATO has used the Treaty's provision 

pertaining to collective defense. Japan has just entered a new phase of engagement in the global 

security landscape, as seen by its substantial dedication and proactive involvement in supporting 

initiatives. During an eight-year period, warships from twelve countries, mostly the United 

States, were supplied with almost half a million kg of gasoline by Japan's Maritime Self-Defense 

Force (MSDF) via their refueling operation in the Indian Ocean(Vandenbelt, 2021). 

Japan has engaged in several collaborative operations with NATO partners worldwide, including 

Afghanistan, since 2001. Since 1996, Japanese troops have been involved in UN peacekeeping 

operations in the Golan Heights, with Canada and Poland. In 2002, they provided support for 

reconstruction and humanitarian operations in Iraq with Dutch and British soldiers. Additionally, 

they oversaw the electoral process in East Timor during the same year. After the 2005 

earthquake in Pakistan, the SDF collaborated with NATO Response Force personnel to 

participate in rescue operations in South Asia. Recently, the SDF collaborated with other NATO 

nations to carry out humanitarian assistance efforts in Haiti as a component of the UN 

Stabilization Mission.They often encounter each other in non-NATO missions worldwide, as 

NATO increasingly participates in operations beyond its traditional region and Japan adopts a 

more comprehensive approach to security. This convergence is a result of the ongoing expansion 

of Japan-NATO relations and the global nature of modern security concerns(Garey, 2020). 

 
 

Figure 3: Japan's participation in non-NATO initiatives with NATO countries since 1991 

(Source: Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

In 2007, NATO enhanced its security measures in Asia by collaborating with the Contact 

Countries to establish personalized "Tailored Cooperation Packages" (TCP). NATO offers 

opportunities for capacity and skills development via the TCP framework to enhance 

interoperability and integrate partner nations into NATO-led operations. Japan's TCP facilitates 
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annual planning and coordination, providing a framework for practical cooperation. Recent 

collaborations between Japan and NATO have focused on several areas such as crisis 

management, counterterrorism, non-proliferation, and civil emergency preparedness, in addition 

to supporting ISAF operations in Afghanistan(Parameswaran, 2022). 

Japan's Evolving Stance on NATO 

An Expanding Outlook 

Japan exhibited reluctance in engaging with NATO or participating in security dialogues with 

Western governments, except those of the United States, for an extended period after World War 

II. Japan proceeded cautiously, being mindful of international apprehensions that it may revive 

its military history if it achieved substantial economic prowess. When the Group of Seven (G7), 

included Japan, began its annual meetings in 1975, Japanese officials exhibited hesitancy in 

discussing matters related to security.Nevertheless, throughout the mid-1980s, there was a 

change in this way of thinking. Western Europe and Japan bolstered their economic 

interdependence and political collaboration via trade and investment. With the growth of its 

economic might, Japan began to see the need of assuming a larger political and security 

responsibility. As a supporter, the United States often advocated for or exerted pressure on Japan 

to take action. The Gulf War of 1990–1991 was a significant turning point for Japan. Japan's 

participation in the international peace assistance operation was hindered by constitutional 

interpretations that limited its military to self-defense. Consequently, Iran contributed $13 billion 

to the U.S.-led Operation Desert Storm, although not receiving much recognition for its financial 

support(Doğrul, 2023c). 

Japan's implementation of the International Peace Cooperation Law in 1992 was motivated by 

this incident and provided the legal basis for Japan to send its troops overseas to participate in 

peacekeeping operations (PKO). The country's recent dedication to jointly assuming obligations 

with allied states has significantly altered its association with NATO(Hughes et al., 2023). 

NATO Ambiguity 

Japanese security specialists and important government officials saw NATO as a powerful 

military and diplomatic entity during the Cold War, capable of effectively countering both the 

Soviet Union and the Warsaw Pact. NATO's capacity to maintain the equilibrium of power, its 

nuclear deterrence capabilities, and its capacity to attract individuals to the liberty of the Western 

world were highly regarded. The leadership of NATO was esteemed for its capacity to maintain 

cohesion among its diverse membership despite internal conflicts(Rynning, 2021). 

However, throughout the Cold War, Japan saw Western Europe as a strategic competitor. 

Situated at distinct locations on the Eurasian landmass, Western Europe and Japan primarily 

engaged in military actions to protect the United States. Japan expressed concern that Moscow 

may redirect its military resources towards the Far East, so posing a threat to Japan's security, in 

the event of NATO adopting a resolute stance against the Soviet Union. During the 1983 G7 

summit in Williamsburg, Virginia, Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone expressed his opposition 

to the European approach that allowed the Soviet Union to deploy SS-20 missiles east of the Ural 

Mountains. He emphasized that global security is interconnected and cannot be 

divided(MacHaffie, 2024). 

During the early years after the Cold War, Japan voiced concern about the reconciliation 

between Western Europe and Russia, considering the ongoing regional tensions in East Asia. 
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These tensions included the strained relationship between Taiwan and China, as well as the 

reported nuclear development by North Korea. Tokyo expressed concern over the potential 

escalation of Russian military forces in the Far East due to NATO's Partnership for Peace (PP) 

and improved NATO-Russia relations. Nevertheless, the competition between Japan and Europe 

for American protection diminished as their bilateral relations strengthened and NATO extended 

its membership to include countries in Central and Eastern Europe. Japan now regards NATO as 

a crucial partner in promoting and enhancing global peacekeeping efforts(Mumford & Carlucci, 

2023). 

Challenges that may arise in the relationship between NATO and Japan 

There are significant concerns about NATO's aspirations to include Japan as a "global partner." 

The first challenges are associated with the evolving security landscape. The emergence of 

globalization, technological improvements, and economic modernization has given rise to new 

challenges that need international collaboration for successful resolution. In addition, they often 

transcend traditional geographical limits, including subjects like as energy security, human 

trafficking, cybersecurity, anti-piracy, counterterrorism, natural disaster assistance, and 

peacekeeping. Climate change-related challenges, including as forced migration and the security 

of food and water, also impact Japan, NATO, and the US. In order to address the growing 

security problems, modern economies and shared ideals need collaborative approaches. This may 

include sharing acquisition techniques and considering shared force structures(Galic, 2021e). 

An other concern is that the collaboration between Pacific Rim states and NATO might 

potentially provoke China and Russia, leading to the formation of a retaliatory alliance. The 

expansion of NATO into Eastern Europe, the Baltic nations, and new partners in the Pacific Rim 

is generating apprehension among Beijing and Moscow. China's robust cooperation with Russia 

and Central Asia in establishing the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) may be driven by 

its image of being geographically encircled by Europe and the Pacific. NATO should avoid 

exerting pressure on the SCO to assume a role of counterbalance(Brummer& Lindgren, 2023c). 

Both Japan and NATO face security challenges in the Arctic and space, which are emerging as 

new domains of concern. Japan, together with the other NATO countries, has the joint duty for 

the advancement of state-of-the-art technologies that may be used in military and security 

domains. Both countries are democratic and have modern economies. Additionally, they are at 

the forefront of advanced technology. The use of advanced technology in future warfare 

highlights the need for cooperation in emerging security domains(Coffey &Kochis, 2020b). 

An Anticipated Framework for Japan-NATO Relations 

In order to make changes to the constitution, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is interested in 

amending Article 9 and interpreting Japan's "right of individual self-defense." This requires a 

two-thirds majority in both chambers of the nationwide Diet and a simple majority in a 

nationwide referendum. The government may expedite the process of interpreting Article 9 to 

allow Japan to exercise its inherent right to collective self-defense, although this will still take 

some time. By doing this action, Japan would enhance its engagement in its alliance with the 

United States and foster closer collaboration with NATO. Japan will remain an important and 

proactive ally of NATO in the foreseeable future. If a constitutional framework is established 

that adheres to Article 5 of the treaty, there will be more policy options available for joining a 

global NATO(Harold et al., 2022; Wenzhu, 2022). 
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CONCLUSION 

The Japan-NATO cooperation has a greater amount of unexplored potential than has been 

recognized so far. It is essential to take proactive measures in order to establish shared 

responsibility and benefits, which may result in improved cooperation. The political leaders of 

Washington, Brussels, and Tokyo must take the initiative in establishing stronger connections 

with a well-defined long-term strategy. Both Japan and NATO must address the obstacles 

hindering closer collaboration, including Japan's constitutional limitations and NATO's divergent 

perspectives on actions outside its immediate region. An attainable approach for enhanced 

cooperation may be realized by prioritizing the importance of implementing appropriate 

measures to strengthen the Japan-NATO relationship. 
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