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ABSTRACT

Significant catalysts that alter the national conceptions of security often have an impact on
international alliances and cooperation. Japan's relationship with the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) has been influenced by significant events such as the collapse of the Soviet
Union, the September 11 attacks on the United States, and several other global disasters. As a
result of these advancements, the concept of security has broadened to include unconventional
dangers such as piracy and terrorism, which are exacerbated by globalization and
interconnected political and security partnerships. Japan and NATO have synchronized their
security goals, resulting in increased political engagement, provision of humanitarian
assistance, and enhanced cooperation in post-conflict scenarios. These trends imply the potential
for a more ambitious, formal, and engaged agenda for Japan's participation in NATO, which
would benefit both NATO and the U.S.-Japan relationship. This article analyzes Japan's security
policy and its connection to NATO. The first section of the text examines the dynamics of Japan-
NATO relations. The second section delves into the historical background of these relations. The
third section discusses Japan's desire for closer ties with NATO. The fourth section explains why
NATO values Japan as a global partner. The fifth section highlights potential challenges in
Japan-NATO relations. Finally, the conclusion focuses on the future of their political
engagements.
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