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ABSTRACT 

The initial focus of this paper is on the crucial importance of understanding Christ’s mission in a 

South African context.  It should be noted that the  South African Seventh-day Adventist Church 

membership of +- 189 000 is worrying and concerning as compared to 1.2 million Seventh-day 

Adventist Church membership in Zambia and 1 million membership in Zimbabwe respectively. 

Evangelism apathy in South Africa is clearly a huge challenge, let alone secularism in the 21
st
 

century setting. Therefore, the Seventh-day Adventist Church problem with regards to slow 

growth is dual, namely, the misunderstanding of Christ’s mission by pastors and the laity and the 

secular mindset of the most people of South Africa.  Based on this problem, relevant 

interventions and strategies should be sought out, found, and implemented with immediate effect. 

The main focal point of this paper is to suggest and foster evangelism and mission methods, 

motivation for all stakeholders’ involvement in mission to occur as opposed to the lack of 

mission drive and vision. Pastors and members should be encouraged to learn the secret of 

success of both Zambia and Zimbabwe regarding exponential membership growth.  

Purpose: The purpose of this article is to explore the impact of evangelism apathy to the 

Seventh-day Adventists in South Africa. Developing evangelism skills and strategies for the 

mission to thrive, and church growth moving forward.  

Findings: An examination focused on recognition of slow South African Adventists growth in 

urban, peri-urban as well as rural areas is vital. Lack of involvement in both Christ’s mission 

and evangelism should not be taken for granted. Probably, fiscal challenges affecting most 

conferences which cannot provide salary increments according to the South African Union 

salary scale, and also failing to employ most young pastors who are still looking and hoping for 

ministerial jobs may be resolved by the growth of membership. 

 

KEYWORDS: Mission, Evangelism, Church Growth. 

REFERENCES 

1. Bergquist, Linda and Crane, Michael, D. City Shaped Churches: Planting Churches in the 

Global Era.  Urban Lost Publishers. United States of America. 2018. 

mailto:ntshangasei@nc.adventist


ACADEMICIA: An International Multidisciplinary Research Journal 
ISSN: 2249-7137     Vol. 13, Issue 3, March 2023        SJIF 2022 = 8.252 

A peer reviewed journal 
 

https://saarj.com 
  

2. Burrill, R. Revolution in the Church: Unleashing the Awesome Power of the Lay Ministry. 

Hart Research Center. United States of America. 1993.  

3. Burrill, R. Rekindling a lost Passion. Hart Research Center. United States of America. 1999. 

4. Douglas, W. Vocation as Mission. Review and Herald. Association. United States of 

America. 1999. 

5. Greear, J.D. Gaining by Losing Why the Future belongs to Churches that Send. Zondervan. 

Grand Rapids. Michigan. 2015. 

6. Internet: Mission Statement of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 2010/07. 

7. Keller, Timothy. Center Church Doing Balanced Gospel-Centered Ministry in Your City. 

Zondervan. Grand Rapids. Michigan. 2012. 

8. Kaiser Jr., Walter C. Mission in the Old Testament Second Edition, Israel as a Light to the 

Nations. Baker Publishers Group. Grand Rapids. Zondervan. Michigan. 2012. 

9. Seventh- day Adventist Believe. An exposition of the fundamental beliefs of the Seventh-day 

Adventist Church, 2018 Edition.  

10. Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual Revised 2022 20
th

 Edition. Published by the 

Secretariat of the General Conference of the Seventh-day Adventists.  

11. Southern Africa Union Conference (SAU) Secretary’s Statistical Report 2022. 

12. Richards, H.M.S. The Promises of God. Review and Herald Publishing Association. United 

States of America. 2003. 

13. White, Ellen. G.  Manuscript 3 , 1899. (Medical Ministry… 

14. White, Ellen G. Letter 164, 1901. (Manuscript Releases, vol. 4.  

 


