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ABSTRACT

This article highlights the importance of continuity in the life of children during their transition
from Preschool to Primary School. The collaboration between education systems and teachers of
both educational levels strengthens the continuity and contributes to the smoother transition of
children.
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INTRODUCTION

The transition from Preschool to Primary School is an important event for children and it is a
challenge that, to a certain extent, determines their future educational experiences. The
adjustment in Primary School and the confrontation of changes that are caused from the
transition of children to the next level of education are important, and many research studies
have shown that a positive principle in school is linked to their future school success. On the
contrary, children who have adjustment difficulties in their attendance in the early years of
primary school are more likely to continue experiencing social, behavioral or academic
difficulties in later years of their school life.

Transition is a shared responsibility of many people in order to be turned into a positive
experience for children. It is a continuous effort to build links between teachers, parents and
communities.

Preschool programs and school readiness are considered important in order to improve the
transition from Preschool to Primary School. Preschool aims at smoothing potential difficulties
and bridging the gap between Preschool and Primary School education. In the first school years,
basic skills, related to social and cognitive skills, are developed for the success of children in
school. In Primary School, not only is the flexible program of Preschool becoming more
demanding, but also is the school environment itself. Teachers are the ones who are committed
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to helping children become acquainted with the new context. The connection with the knowledge
chapters that children bring to Primary School implies the linking to the learning in Preschool.
The transition of children from Preschool to Primary School is facilitated by the pedagogy co-
ordination of preschool and primary school teachers. These two institutions should follow the
same teaching methods and apply a joint curriculum.

The mission of the preschool and primary education institution is to form the basis of the child's
personality, adhere to the rules of cultural ethics, develop an interest in learning about the
environment, basic work skills, the need for education, continuity in preschool and primary
education, strengthening the health of pupils and students enters. At the same time, family
upbringing is the main source, means and improving process in the organization of educational
work. The main goals and objectives of the preschool and primary education institution are:
Organization of a continuous educational process, taking into account the specific features of the
psycho-physiological age characteristics of preschool children and primary school students, the
individual qualities, abilities and capabilities of each child. Implementing an educational process
based on universal values, creative experiences, centuries-old traditions, our scientific, historical
and cultural heritage.

The continuation of certain practices and routines is established through closer communication
and mutual professional respect among teachers and contributes to a sense of belonging while the
continuity of the curriculum acknowledges that learning that was acquired in Preschool will
continue in the first grade of Primary School.

Transitional transition practices that are related to communication and collaboration between
teachers at both levels of education are of major importance in helping students to overcome any
difficulties they may encounter when they come from Preschool to Primary School.

Unfortunately, regarding the Uzbek education reality, the rule is the lack of continuity in
program and teaching and educational practices, as well as the lack of collaboration and
understanding between teachers of different educational levels. As it is obvious in researches,
there is a lack of relationships and information between schools and teachers during the
transition period. However, it is necessary to strengthen the links between the two educational
levels in order to ensure continuity in many areas between preschool and primary education. So
as to make this corporation efficient there should be ensured full implementation of the adopted
State Education Standards for Phases | and Il of the education system (preschool and primary
education institution). To do this:

* Formation of a comprehensively developed child's personality;
* Ensuring the physical development and healthy growth of children;

 To increase the interest of preschool children and primary school students in education, to
develop existing skills;

* Providing education to preschool children through play;

On December 29, 2016, the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan approved the Resolution
No. PP-2707 "On measures to further improve the system of preschool education in 2017-2021."
Scientific observations and research show that a person can acquire seventy percent of all
information obtained during his lifetime by the age of five. Indeed, during this period, a child
understands the world, learns his native language, awakens love for parents, family,
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neighborhood, homeland, prepares the ground for lifelong learning. Psychological preparation
for school education includes a readiness of the child's desire to learn, a sufficiently high level of
cognitive activity and thinking operations in the desire to become a student. The move from
preschool to formal primary school is a daunting experience for many children, with challenges
presented not only in the changing physical environment but also in their academic, social and
emotional experiences. Children entering formal schooling are expected to work independently,
form new friendships, and adapt to the expectations of different teachers and routines of primary
school. While some children may navigate the change easily, not every individual child is able to
adjust so smoothly. To ensure that every child has the best possible chance of adjusting
successfully to formal schooling, a wider support system needs to be put into place, with the
preschool and primary school teaching professionals and children working together. In
particular, it is proposed that the greatest potential lies in the alliance of primary school and
preschool teachers, with the aligning of teaching practices and philosophies across the two
institutions ensuring continuity and support for children as they progress through their education.

The need for teacher collaboration across preschool and primary school is particularly necessary
when the discontinuities between early childhood centers and primary schools are highlighted.
The need to create a balance, or connection, between these environments provides a child’s
success in the transition to formal schooling is dependent on the learning environment or setting.
If a setting is familiar, then children can apply those previously learned skills and knowledge to
new experiences. However, the more differences between the two environments, the more
challenges and stress the child will face in their transition.

Primary schools prepare for children’s transition to formal education, with the first year of
formal education structured to deliver developmentally-appropriate learning for the children,
again promoting continuity of kindergarten.

Internationally, there are many differences in the specific expectations of preschools and the first
year of primary school. While these differences mean that children’s transitions need to be
targeted appropriately, depending on the country, there are fundamental similarities in schooling
institutions across the globe that allow us to compare relevant studies. In Uzbekistan, the
differences between Uzbek preschool and primary school programs, building on the general
distinction that preschool focuses on an educational play while primary school revolves around
lessons. Despite both schooling institutions having the same overall aim of preparing children to
function in a democratic society, the key differences in the themes and focuses cannot be
ignored. The preschool system practices revolved around caregiving, social relations and play.
Life skills were promoted in a flexible learning environment that offered children diversity in
their choice of activities. In contrast to preschools, the primary school system took a more
structured approach, focusing on a variety of subjects designed to build the child’s knowledge
and skill base; this focus on instruction resulted in children losing some of their sense of
independence as there was an increase in teacher-directed activities.

Today, Preschool and Primary school education systems of Uzbekistan have increased
dramatically. Collaboration between preschool and primary school education is considered as a
main political and educational issue. Curriculum of both educational institutions started to be
formed continuing each other. National guidelines outlining how preschool, or the ‘Foundation
Stage’, reflects a child-centered focus where learning is achieved through play and also ‘Year 1’
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primary schooling emphasizes a more goal-focused learning experience by playing educational
games.

CONCLUSION

Effective co-operation between preschool and primary school teachers is important in order to
build children's abilities during their transition from Preschool to Primary School. It is very
positive that the teachers of the sample seem to be open to greater levels of communication and
cooperation. The key features that must distinguish this cooperation are continuity, planning and
positive attitude towards each other. School institutions should work in order to reinforce the
continuity between school levels. The best acquaintance between the two schools can only lead
to positive results. It will assist teachers to learn about the way the colleagues of the other
educational level work, understand their difficulties and find common teaching codes.
Furthermore, we must not forget that the common aim of both is the education and socialization
of children.
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