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PLAY AS THE LEADING ACTIVITY OF THE PRESCHOOL PERIOD
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ABSTRACT

Cultural-historical psychology identifies play as the leading activity in preschool development.
Vygotsky's (1967, 1978) seminal work outlined two categories of leading influences: play makes
a foundational contribution to the development of semiotic mediation, and it involves active
appropriation of social roles and rules and other integral aspects of social organization.
Leont'ev's (1981) concept of appropriation and Bakhtin's (1981) concepts of heteroglossia and
ideological becoming are used to elaborate and extend Vygotsky's original work, particularly
with regard to creativity in preschool play. The paper concludes with a consideration of the
pedagogical implications of the cultural-historical view on play, including the use of play to
cultivate understanding of the arbitrary nature of signs and the appropriation of the social roles
and organizational patterns of society.
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