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ABSTRACT

Over the last two decades, China and India have shown significant economic and political growth
in the Indo-Pacific region. Despite the source of Covid-19, China has successfully recovered and
boosting its production. Where India, USA and European countries are experiencing negative
growth, China still have 3.6% growth rate. It is the best time for China to show it’s hegemony in
the Indo-Pacific region. It is reviving its export through the North Indian Ocean Maritime Route.
During this Covid-19 pandemic, the boundary dispute between India and China has become worst
after 1962. To establish itself as global superpower, China is creating geopolitical pressure on
India. India can retaliate this Chinese aggression, obstructing North Indian Ocean Maritime
Route. China’s geostrategic interest in this region is mainly to protect its ship-liners. Sri Lanka’s
enticing geostrategic position is favourable for maritime surveillance and security. All most every
Chinese ship has to pass the southern coastline of Sri Lanka during the course between Strait of
Hormuz and Malacca. Thus, China has invested a lot to establish its strategic posts in Sri Lanka
which directly strike Indian dominance in North Indian Ocean. This paper suggests a few counter
mechanisms which India could adopt in responses to this Chinese aggression in the North Indian
Ocean and Sri Lanka.

KEYWORDS: China, Geopolitics, India, North Indian Maritime Route, Sri Lankan Ports.

ACADEMICIA: An International Multidisciplinary Research Journal
https://saarj.com
69


mailto:pranabtaki@gmail.com

ACADEMICI

ISSN: 2249-7137 Vol. 11, Issue 3, March 2021 Impact Factor: SJIF 2021 = 7.492
REFERENCE:
1. Aneez Shihar. (2017, February 2). China’s ‘Silk Road’ push stirs resentment and protest in Sri

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Lanka, Business News, p 18.

Black Bruce J. (2006). Legacy of Mahan for the 21% Century, ( Unclassified Strategy Research
Project), U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Carlisle, p 9.

Brewster David. (2017). Silk Route and Stings of Pearls: The Strategic Geography of China’s
New Pathways in Indian Ocean, Journal of Geopolitics, 22 (2), pp 269-291.

Centre for Energy Economics Research and Policy. ( 2017). BP Statistical Review of World
Energy, 66 (7) pp 17-24.

Chazan Yigal.( 2017, May). India and China’s Tug of War over Sri Lanka, The Diplomat, 5(33)
p 17-20.

Das Pranab Kr. (2014). Central Asia : A New Avenue of India’s Future Energy Needs and
Geostrategic Challenges, International Journal of Innovative Research and Development, 3
(11), pp 48-56.

Davidson Helen and Lily Kuo. (2020, May 22). China abandons GDP target for the first time
in decades amid ‘great uncertainty of virus, The Guardian, p 16

Department of Commerce, Ministry of Industry and Commerce, Govt. of Sri Lanka. (2017).
International Trade Statistics of Sri Lanka, 2016, Colombo, pl15, Retrieved from
http://www.doc.gov.lk/images/pdf/downloads/statistic/international_trade_statistics_of sri_la
nka_2016.pdf.

Geoffrey Till. (2013). Sea Power, A Guide for the Twenty-First Century, Routledge, London,
p 37.

Giok ME6 Khoo Kok.( 2014). “Sea Power As A Strategic Domain”, Point Pointer, Journal Of
The Singapore Armed Forces, 41 ( 3), pp 1-14.

Khurana Gurpreet S. (2016). China in the Indian Ocean: Foreign Policy and Maritime
Power. In Vijay Sakhuja & Kapil Narula (Eds), Maritime Dynamics in the Indo-Pacific,
Vij Books, New Delhi, pp 126-136.

Lin, Minwang. (2015). Coordination of China and India’s Development Under the Imitative of
the “Belt and Road”, In Wang, Rong, Zhu, Cuiping (Eds), Annual Report on the Development
of the Indian Ocean Region, Springer, Shanghai, pp 53-77.

Mahan Alfred T. (1988). The Influence of Sea Power upon History, 1660-1783, 12 ed. Little,
Brown and Company, Boston, p 18.

Pararajasingham Ana, (2017, September 17). Sri Lank: Sovereignty Compromised; Colombo’s
attempt to blance India and China has proved futile, The Diplomat, 3(37), p 26.

Pilling David, (2017, June 13). Chinese investment in Africa: Beijing’s testing ground,
Financial Times, p 18.

Ranade Jayadeva, (2018, March 04), Maldives turbulence impacts India’s strategic space, The
Sunday Guardian, p 19.

ACADEMICIA: An International Multidisciplinary Research Journal
https://saarj.com
70



ACADEMICI

ISSN: 2249-7137 Vol. 11, Issue 3, March 2021 Impact Factor: SJIF 2021 = 7.492

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Rexrode Tim. (2004). Building Corbett’s Navy: The Principles of Maritime Strategy and the
Functions of the Navy in Naval Policy (unpublished Ph.D thesis). Defense Technical
Information Center, Fort Belvoir, US.A. p38. Retrieved from
https://apps.dtic.mil/sti/citations/ADA510048

Roy Chaudhury Dipanjan. (2018, September 3). New Chinese loan may further plunge Sri
Lanka into debt trap, The Economics Times, p16.

Shepard Wade. (2017, August 14). India To Sri Lanka: Forget China, We Want Your Empty
Airport, Forbs, 2017 edition, pp. 1-8

Srinivasan Meera.( 2017, July 25). Sri Lanka Clears Revised Deal for Hambantota Port, The
Hindu, p 10.

Tangredi Sam J. (2002), Globalization and Sea Power: Overview and Context, in Sam J.
Tangred (ed). Globalization and Maritime Power, Washington DC: National Defense
University Press, pp. 1-24

The State Council Information Office of the People’s Republic of China. (2015) China’s
Military Strategy 2014, Beijing, p-39 Retrieved from
http://eng.mod.gov.cn/database/\WhitepPapers/

Tortajada Cecilia and Biswas Asit K. (2015, March 31). Sri Lanka, India and China: An
uncertain triangle —Opinion Piece, Pragati, Indian National Interest Review, Retrieved from
http://pragati.nationalinterest.in/2015/03/sri-lanka-india-and-china-an-uncertain-triangle/

U.S. Energy Information Administration. (2017). Annual Energy Outlook 2017 with projection
to 2050, Wasington D.C, p 41

Xu, Yi-chong. (2012). Energy and Environmental Challenges in China. In Luca Anceschi and
Jonathan Symons (Eds.), Energy Security in the Era of Climate Change: The Asia-Pacific
Experience, Palgrave Macmillan, London, pp 91-110.

ACADEMICIA: An International Multidisciplinary Research Journal

https://saarj.com
71


http://eng.mod.gov.cn/database/WhitepPapers/

